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possibility of having any part of this ill success imputed to me, that it had increased the esteem of those for me on whose behalf I was willing to undertake the troublesome negotiation.
October 23. I sent my Lord Feversham's letter to Nottingham to the duchess, to which place, with much ado, the duke had released her with both her daughters from Welbeck, in order to their going to London. The duchess wrote back to me thus—that she did acknowledge the great civilities and compassion of my Lord Feversham, but she would give him no trouble of a letter of thanks, being to be in London the next week, but desired me to perform it for her. That by an unexpected Providence the duke had given her leave to go, and to take her two daughters with her, but the particulars of it were too long to write. Till she saw me in town she would therefore defer that history. She ended her letter witli this assurance, that as long as she lived she would esteem me one of those whom she was most obliged to, and that she would ever be with respect, &c.
November 2. The corporation of Don caster sent over their solicitor with a letter from their mayor, declaring that they had consented to an address to his Majesty, and desired me to recommend the bearer of it to some person of interest above to present it to the King. I returned Mr. Mayor and the corporation thanks for their application to me rather than to others of greater quality and interest than I was, and recommended them to the Earl of Feversham. I wrote his lordship word the same day that the Duchess of Newcastle and his mistress, the Lady Margaret, were upon their journey to London (and thai when the mountain would not come to Mahomet, Mahomet went to the mountain).
November 5. I came to York with my family; I stayed there till December the 2nd, in which time several things happened. One was that I had a letter from one